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When heavy rains meet aging pipes, ‘Lake Glenwood’ rises again |

It's a mile from the nearest body of water. But a lot times for days, until it slowly drips age problem solved.” nlthom it had been days since the
v through the old drainage pipes and ’I'ne main problems are the four  Noteveryone on Glenwood Avenue last rain, a small puddle sat near the
of the time, this Merchantville street is 80ggy. recedes. antiquated storm inlets that collect is convinced. At a borough council .

By Michael Raphael
INQUIRER CORRESPONDENT
They call it

MERCHANTVILLE —
hhﬂhn'wd.lndmoﬂhaml-
dents on this

property.

Of course, the closest real body of
water — the Cooper River — is more
than a mile away.

But at the intersection of Glen-
wood Avenue and Holly Street, lakes,

rivers and streams visit about 12
times a year — every time a serious
rain falls, residents said.

“The rain comes," said Ernest Vo-

ades. “And then, it just starts. Noth-
ing stops it."

The water runs down Glenwood
from Church Road and collects in a
massive puddle a couple of hundred
yards in diameter. Then it sits, some-
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lawns and ments.
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ing the day, and residents will have
full access to their homes, engineers

runoff near the intersection, and the
pipes that carry the water away. The
inlets are too small and the pipes
were constructed of material that is
now outdated.

During the t two or three months of
‘work, the four inlets will be replaced
and a fifth inlet added. New pipes
also will be laid.

“In our opinion, we've sized the
pipe correctly,” said borough engi-
neer Edward Vernick. “We believe
it's now being designed for what's
there. We think we have the drain-

meeting a couple of weeks ago, sev-
eral residents questioned a repre-
sentative of Remington & Vernick
Engineers. One person asked about
backups in the drainage ditch into
which the sewer runoff flows. An-
other wondered whether five inlets
were enough to mmnre the water.
Vernick said residents had noth-
ing to worry about.
On Glenwood Avenue last week, 84-
yeamld Charles Green cut his lawn
e street from the sewers.
Every one ur them was clogged. And

intersection.
“lunndmbdyunud its good
years,” Green said of the street he
has lived on for 40 “But when
it's bad, watch out. In the middle of
the meeL it gets knee-high.”
street, Ernest Vogel-
rough piles of pic-
lnruot“hhclmwod"llesldl
storm four or five years ago
stroyed his daughter’s car, solllng
the interior.
After a particularly mean storm
last year, the street flooded so badly
that police had to close it.
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